Accumulation of milky fluid: a late complication of cataract surgery.
We describe 3 patients who presented with an accumulation of homogeneous milky fluid in the capsular bag several years after continuous curvilinear capsulorhexis, phacoemulsification, and posterior chamber intraocular lens (IOL) implantation. In each case, the entire edge of the anterior capsule opening was tightly attached to the peripheral IOL optic. The milky fluid was present in the closed chamber between the IOL optic and the posterior capsule. The fluid was sampled in 2 patients, and its concentration of sodium hyaluronate was determined by high-performance liquid chromatography. The concentration of sodium hyaluronate resembled that in normal aqueous humor. In 1 case, the protein concentration was measured and found to be elevated. Electrophoresis showed that human serum albumin was the main protein constituent. While the outcome was favorable in all 3 patients, this delayed complication of cataract surgery merits further study to clarify its etiology and pathogenesis.